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Quinie, aka Josie Vallely, is based in Glasgow. She sings 
primarily in Scots, with a style inspired by the traditions of 
Scottish Traveller singers Lizzie Higgins (1929-1993) and 
her mother Jeannie Robertson (1908 –1975). Quinie’s 
experiments with composition and vocal techniques create 
a dialogue between pipe music and voice. Her work 
engages with themes of seasonal rhythm and gendered 
narratives. It has a strong sense of place rooted in an 
imagined Scotland. Recent work includes ‘Thyme 
Piobaireachd’, which was released on Cafe Oto’s Takuroku 
Label in April. The piece builds on her work exploring the 
vocalisation of piping traditions. Working in collaboration 
with percussionist Laurie Pitt on snare drum, the work is an 
exploration of the solo voice in dialogue with the 
compositional structure of the Piobaireachd. She has two 
albums released by GLARC. 

Cass Ezeji is a singer, writer and linguist from Glasgow. As 
a Gaelic speaker, she seeks to fill the historical voids that 
omit the experiences of Gaels of African heritage. She has 
written for Scottish Affairs journal, Map magazine and 
Mother Tongue. 

Rufus Isabel Elliot is a composer and musician based near 
Gairloch in the North West Highlands. Its work is 
concerned with honesty, giving testimony, and the 
conditions in which one speaks out. Since coming ashore, 
Rufus has worked with the likes of the Nevis Ensemble, 
Red Note ensemble, sound festival scotland, and Magnetic 
North. It founded and curates the trans, non-binary, and 
otherwise gender-diverse music-making world of OVER / 
AT. 

With particular debts to The Iliad, and translations by 
George Chapman and Caroline Alexander. 




